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The Green Grocer Campaign is a voluntary program to 
reward grocers for improved environmental performance 
launched by the Wisconsin Grocers Association, Alliant 

Energy, and Better Environmental Solutions.
To be involved, a grocery or convenience store must 

commit to recycling plastic bags, reducing energy costs, 
and enacting 50 environmental performance measures in 
addition to regularly monitoring their energy and environmental 
performance.

Wisconsin Green Grocer Checklist

(continued)

CHECKLIST
Check for yes. Score one point for each checked item.  
(If needed, attach separate sheets).

1. Core Mandatory Requirements

❑ Comply with all laws and regulations

❑ Conduct a plastic bag recycling program

❑ �Allow Wisconsin Grocers Association to post your grocery store on 
Green Grocer website

❑ �Conduct a site visit and allow random visits for verification

❑ Adopt energy-efficiency measures

_________ Core Mandatory Requirements Subtotal

BASELINE ASSESSMENT
Energy Usage from Previous Year

Type Quantity Units

Electric kWh/year

Natural gas therms

Oil gallons

LPG gallons

Diesel gallons

Gasoline gallons

Renewable Energy

Other

Annual Energy Cost

Water Consumption	

Volume gallons

Annual Cost

2. Waste Reduction

❑ Plastic bags recycle bins located in the store 
	 Tons recycled last year:_______________

❑ Recycle cardboard, cans, office paper, glass 

❑ Sell reusable bags in store

❑ Give credit for returned and reused bags

❑ �Reduce HCFC use by participating in EPA’s Greenchill or Responsible 
Appliance Disposal Programs (www.epa.gov/greenchill)

❑ �Dispose of fluorescent bulbs properly

❑ �Identify and dispose of hazardous waste materials properly

❑ �Have a composting program for food and food waste on- or off-site

❑ �Use 2-sided mode for default setting on printers and copiers

❑ �Use office, toilet paper and paper towels with a minimum of 30% 
recycled content

_________ Waste Reduction Subtotal

3. Energy Efficiency

❑ �Perform Energy Site Assessment

❑ �Use refrigeration case door moisture (“anti-sweat”) sensors

❑ �Use case covers or night curtains when coolers not in use

❑ �Replace casket cooler with upright reach-in cases with doors

❑ �Achieve Whole Building ENERGY STAR® certification 
(www.energystar.gov)

❑ �Install secondary subcooling loop on refrigeration systems

❑ �Replace halogen or incandescent spot lighting and T12 lights with 
more efficient CFL, LED, or high-performance T8 lamps and ballasts

❑ �Replace exit signs with long-lasting, low energy LED lights

❑ �Use light and HVAC motion sensors or time-of-day reductions, where 
appropriate

❑ �Use daylighting to reduce lighting needs

❑ �Maintain HVAC and refrigeration system regularly 

❑ �Insulate appropriate pipes and appliances

❑ �Replace food service equipment with ENERGY STAR qualified 
equipment 

❑ �Install and maintain weatherstripping 
(note location:___________________________________) 

❑ �Turn off appliances like computers, monitors, printers and copiers 
when not in use	

❑ �Design entries to reduce energy use with auto opening doors, 
gust prevention, delivery door seals

❑ �Add desiccant or similar dehumidification system

❑ �Add refrigeration controls (“floating head pressure”)

❑ �Upgrade reach-in cases with high-efficiency fan motors 

❑ �Use refrigeration heat recovery for hot water and/or space heating

❑ �Use renewable energy like wind, solar or biomass

______Energy Efficiency Subtotal



4. �Cleaner Water – Conservation and Stormwater 
Reduction 

❑ �Use rainbarrels or stormwater retention structures

❑ �Install rain gardens to reduce stormwater runoff

❑ �Use low-flow fixtures 

❑ �Display wastewater reduction plan at the store 

❑ �Use biodegradable detergent and cleaners 

_____Cleaner Water Subtotal

5. Cleaner Air and Transportation

❑ �Restrict idling while trucks are unloading

❑ �Become an EPA Smartway partner  (www.epa.gov/smartway)

❑ �Use alternative fuel vehicles (hybrid electric, biodiesel, E85, electric 
or other cleaner vehicles)

❑ �Offer bike racks

❑ �Post bus or transit schedules

❑ �Provide sidewalk access to encourage walking

❑ �Implement preventative maintenance, cleaning and record keeping 
for air filters, handlers and coils	

❑ �Use low-VOC paints and finishes

❑ �Avoid ozone-depleting CFCs; recover, recycle and dispose of CFCs 
properly 

_____ Cleaner Air Subtotal

6. Greener Products

❑ �Offer organic foods for sale

❑ �Inform customers of mileage food travels from production to store

❑ �Offer fair trade products for sale

❑ �Use reusable and durable products in store operations

❑ �Offer recycled products for sale

❑ �Use business suppliers that take back packaging and shipping pallets

❑ �Use environmentally responsible suppliers

_____ Greener Products Subtotal

7. Landscape Conservation and Management

❑ �Landscaped with native plants and mulch

❑ �Watering done early or late in the day to reduce waste and 
evaporation

❑ �Site built on redeveloped land (rather than prime farmland, 
wetlands, or critical habitat)

❑ �Use motion and/or time sensors on parking lot lights

❑ �Protect local habitat with donations or group memberships

❑ �Smoking area trash collection and monitoring

_____ Landscaping Subtotal

8. Community Leadership

❑ �Make strategic efforts to be a local employer

❑ �Sell local food, fish, meat, and produce 

❑ �Provide space to local farmers’ market or community events

❑ �Member of local Chamber of Commerce, Better Business Bureau, 
civic or conservation groups

_____ Community Leadership Subtotal

9. Innovative Programs 

(1 point per practice; describe on extra sheet)

10. Commitment and Follow Through

❑ �Hold trainings for employees on Green Grocer Program 

❑ �Post signs and distribute Green Grocer Program literature to public

❑ �List Green Grocer Program on store’s website

❑ �Provide tours to public or other grocers to show Green Grocer 
Program measures

_____ Commitment Subtotal
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My Score
Flexible requirements, you must have at least 50 out of a possible of 71 total points

Category My point 
totals

Possible 
points

1. Core Mandatory Requirements 5

2. Waste Reduction 10

3. Energy Efficiency 21

4. Cleaner Water 5

5. Cleaner Air, Transportation 9

6. Greener Products 7

7. Landscape Conservation and Management 6

8. Community Leadership 4

9. Innovative Programs

10. Commitment 4

Totals 71

For more information,  
contact Brett Hulsey,  
Better Environmental Solutions  
at 608-238-6070 or  
Brett@betterenviro.com


