
M
IN

IM
U

M
 W

A
G

E
SU

M
M

A
RY: C

om
panion bills w

ere introduced in both
the A

ssem
bly and Senate by Senator R

uss D
ecker (D

-
Schofield) and R

epresentative C
ory M

ason (D
-R

acine)
to increase the general m

inim
um

 w
age of W

isconsin to
$7.60 per hour.  T

he bills also sought to require the
D

epartm
ent of W

orkforce D
evelopm

ent (D
W

D
) to

annually prom
ulgate rules revising the m

inim
um

 w
ages

by determ
ining the percentage difference betw

een the
consum

er price index (C
PI) for the preceding year and

the C
PI for the current year, adjusting the m

inim
um

w
ages and allow

ances in effect on M
ay 31 of the

current year by that percentage difference.  Finally,
these bills w

ould have allow
ed for individual city,

village, tow
n, or counties to enact their ow

n ordinance
establishing a living w

age.  

W
G

A
 PO

SITIO
N

:O
pposed

O
U

TC
O

M
E:

T
he bills failed to pass the A

ssem
bly due in

large part to econom
ic tim

ing concerns from
R

epresentative C
hristine Sinicki (D

-M
ilw

aukee). 

IM
PA

C
T O

N
 IN

D
U

STRY: T
his w

ould have been the fourth
consecutive increase in the m

inim
um

 w
age since 2007.

Indexing of the m
inim

um
 w

age w
ould m

ake annual
increases a certainty and rem

oving the preem
ption

language w
ould have given large cities the ability to

raise the m
inim

um
 w

age even higher.  

PLA
STIC

 BA
G

 BA
N

SU
M

M
A

RY:
Legislation w

as introduced early in the
session by R

epresentative M
arlin Schneider (D

-
W

isconsin R
apids) to prohibit a retailer from

 providing
a bag for a custom

er’s purchases unless the bag is one of
the follow

ing: 1) a com
postable plastic bag; 2) a cloth

or plastic bag intended for m
ultiple reuses; or 3) a

recyclable paper bag.  

W
G

A
 PO

SITIO
N

: O
pposed

O
U

TC
O

M
E: E

arly education on this issue put the bill on
the back burner for m

ost of the session.  T
he bill failed

to receive a hearing in either house, therefore the bill
died at the end of session.  

IM
PA

C
T O

N
 IN

D
U

STRY: C
om

pliance w
ith this ban w

ould
be astronom

ical considering that paper is 7 tim
es m

ore
expensive, takes m

ore energy and fuel to transport, and
takes m

ore room
 to store.  R

etailers have also found
that custom

ers prefer plastic bags and 80%
 of

custom
ers reuse the bags they obtain.

U
N

FA
IR

 SA
LES A

C
T 

SU
M

M
A

RY:
T

he U
nfair Sales A

ct has been law
 in

W
isconsin for m

ore than 80 years and contains a
m

andated m
ark-up on gas, alcohol, and tobacco as w

ell
as prohibits the sale of other products below

 cost.
Legislation w

as introduced this session by
R

epresentative Jon R
ichards (D

-M
ilw

aukee) and
Senator T

im
 C

arpenter (D
-M

ilw
aukee) to repeal

prescription drugs from
 the unfair sales act.

W
G

A
 PO

SITIO
N

: O
pposed  

O
U

TC
O

M
E: T

he bill w
as sold as a w

ay to low
er health

care costs and the cost of prescription drugs and
num

erous large retail chains and senior groups pushed
that m

essage.  T
he State A

ssem
bly passed the bill on a

voice vote, but the State Senate failed to act before the
end of session causing the bill to die.

IM
PA

C
T O

N
 IN

D
U

STRY:R
em

oving only prescription drugs
from

 the U
nfair Sales A

ct w
ould m

ake these item
s a

legal “loss leader” in the state.  Furtherm
ore,

individually rem
oving item

s from
 the Law

 w
ould set a

precedent for additional item
s to be repealed from

 the
law

 and/or further changes to the U
nfair Sales A

ct
overall.  

FO
O

D
 SA

FETY
 EFFIC

IEN
C

Y
 STU

D
Y

SU
M

M
A

RY: A
t the request of the W

G
A

, R
epresentative

A
l O

tt (R
-Forest Junction) and Senator K

athleen
V

inehout (D
-A

lm
a) introduced legislation that w

ould
have required the D

epartm
ent of A

griculture, Trade and
C

onsum
er Protection (D

AT
C

P) and the D
epartm

ent of
H

ealth Services (D
H

S) to study the feasibility of
consolidating their food safety program

s into one food
safety program

.

W
G

A
 PO

SITIO
N

: Support

O
U

TC
O

M
E: H

earings w
ere held in both the Senate and

A
ssem

bly A
griculture C

om
m

ittees, how
ever num

erous
concerns w

ere raised by the W
isconsin R

estaurant
A

ssociation, the A
gencies and Legislators and no further

action w
as taken on the issue.  

IM
PA

C
T O

N
 IN

D
U

STRY: T
he W

G
A

 believes that com
bining

the tw
o food safety program

s w
ill be m

ore efficient and
save tax payer m

oney, ultim
ately saving retailers m

oney
on food safety licensing and inspection fees.

EM
PLO

Y
M

EN
T D

ISC
R
IM

IN
A

TIO
N

SU
M

M
A

RY: Legislation relating to com
pensatory or

punitive dam
ages to em

ployees w
ho have been discrim

-
inated against in the w

orkplace in violation of the
W

isconsin Fair E
m

ploym
ent law

 (W
FE

A
).  

W
G

A
 PO

SITIO
N

:O
pposed

O
U

TC
O

M
E:Signed into law

 by G
ov. D

oyle on June 9, 2009.
IM

PA
C

T O
N

 IN
D

U
STRY:A

ny store em
ploying m

ore than 15
w

orkers is subject to this law
. A

n em
ployer found to

have violated the W
FE

A
 m

ay now
 be ordered to pay

punitive dam
ages of up to $200,000.  T

his is in
addition to the rem

edies of reinstating the em
ployee,

paying back pay for up to tw
o years, and paying costs

and attorney fees already in place.     

BEER
 TA

X
SU

M
M

A
RY:R

epresentative Terese B
erceau (D

-M
adison)

and Senator Fred R
isser (D

-M
adison) introduced

legislation that w
ould have increased the tax rate on

beer from
 $2 per barrel to $10 per barrel.    

W
G

A
 PO

SITIO
N

: O
pposed

O
U

TC
O

M
E: A

 hearing w
as held in O

ctober, 2009 and
m

any retailers, distributors and others supportive of the
beer industry turned out to oppose the bill.  N

o further
action w

as taken during the session.
IM

PA
C

T O
N

 IN
D

U
STRY: T

he tax w
as the equivalent of 3 cents

per 12 ounces. T
his w

ould have increased the tax on a
case of beer by at least 75 cents.

O
R
G

A
N

IZ
ED

 R
ETA

IL C
R
IM

E
SU

M
M

A
RY:

T
he W

G
A

 once again attem
pted to address

the problem
 of organized retail crim

e by w
orking w

ith
R

epresentative C
hris D

anou (D
-Trem

peleau) and
Senator Lena Taylor (D

-M
ilw

aukee) to draft legislation.
T

he m
ain purpose of the legislation w

as to allow
 for

m
ore prosecution and higher penalties for stolen item

s,
and specifically addressed item

s stolen and sold over the
internet, and at flea m

arkets.  
W

G
A

 PO
SITIO

N
:Supported

O
U

TC
O

M
E:T

he bills passed the A
ssem

bly early in the
session and had one hurdle to overcom

e before
becom

ing law
: the State Senate.  B

ecause the Senate did
not take a vote on the bill, it died w

ith the end of session.
IM

PA
C

T O
N

 IN
D

U
STRY: O

rganized R
etail C

rim
e affects

m
any retailers w

ithout them
 even know

ing they have
been a victim

 of an organized crim
e ring.  In

W
isconsin, it has been estim

ated that over $631 m
illion

w
orth of m

erchandise has been stolen, m
aking our state

the 15th highest targeted state for organized retail crim
e.

LEG
ISLA

TIV
E 

R
EPO

R
T C

A
R
D

C
om

piled by the W
G

A
 for the 

2009-2010
L

egislative Session

The purpose of this legislative report
card is to grade our elected officials
for their votes on W

G
A

-related bills.
These grades can then be used by
m

em
bers of the W

isconsin G
rocers

A
ssociation to m

ake educated
decisions during the 2010 elections. 
A

s an opinion leader in your
com

m
unity, it is necessary that you

are involved in the election of the
people w

ho represent you and your
business in the State’s C

apitol.

Legislators were graded based on the included list of legislation
significant to the WGA. Points were given to an individual for
introducing or voting in favor of legislation that the WGA
supported. Extra points were given for introducing pro-WGA
amendments, speaking for or against proposals, certain committee
action, and general support of the WGA’s issues.



T
he follow

ing legislators earned
the highest grade given by the
W

G
A

. T
hese individuals have

consistently supported and
introduced legislation that

benefits the grocery industry, and therefore
are considered a “Friend of G

rocers.” T
heir

efforts w
ill be recognized by receiving a

W
G

A
 endorsem

ent and a m
inature grocery

cart, w
hich applauds their hard w

ork on 
our behalf.

BA
LLW

EG
, Joan (R-M

arkesan) 
BA

RC
A

, Peter (D
-Kenosha) 

D
A

N
O

U
, C

hris (D
-Trem

pealeau)
D

A
VIS, Brett (R-O

regon) 
FITZG

ERA
LD

, Jeff (R-H
oricon) 

G
U

N
D

ERSO
N

, Scott (R-W
aterford) 

H
U

EBSC
H

, M
ichael (R-W

est Salem
) 

KA
U

FERT, D
ean (R-N

eenah) 
LeM

A
H

IEU
, D

aniel (R-C
ascade) 

M
EYER, D

an (R-Eagle River) 
SH

ERID
A

N
, M

ike (D
-Janesville) 

SIN
IC

KI, C
hristine (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
ZEPN

IC
K

, Josh (D
-M

ilw
aukee) 

ZIEG
ELBA

U
ER, Bob (D

-M
anitow

oc) 

D
A

RLIN
G

, A
lberta (R-River H

ills)
D

EC
KER, Russ (D

-Schofield)
FITZG

ERA
LD

, Scott L. (R-Juneau)
G

RO
TH

M
A

N
, G

lenn (R-W
est Bend)

H
A

N
SEN

, D
ave (D

-G
reen Bay)

H
A

RSD
O

RF, Sheila (R-River Falls)
H

O
LPERIN

, Jim
 (D

-C
onover)

H
O

PPER, Randy (R-Fond du Lac)
KA

PA
N

KE, D
an (R-La C

rosse)
LEIBH

A
M

, Joseph (R-Sheboygan)
SC

H
U

LTZ, D
ale W

. (R-Richland C
enter)

VIN
EH

O
U

T, Kathleen (D
-A

lm
a)

T
he follow

ing legislators have been
given a “B

” grade by the W
G

A
. T

his
adm

irable m
ark is given to legislators

w
ho are generally supportive of our

industry and, therefore, deserving of
the W

G
A

 endorsem
ent.

BIES, G
arey (R-Sister Bay) 

BRO
O

KS, Ed (R-Reedsburg) 
C

LA
RK

, Fred (D
-Baraboo) 

FIELD
S, Jason (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
FRISKE, D

onald (R-M
errill) 

G
O

TTLIEB, M
ark (R-Port W

ashington) 
G

U
N

D
RU

M
, M

ark (R-N
ew

 Berlin) 
H

EBL, G
ary (D

-Sun Prairie) 
H

IN
TZ, G

ordon (D
-O

shkosh) 
H

O
N

A
D

EL, M
ark (R-South M

ilw
aukee)  

JO
RG

EN
SEN

, A
ndy (D

-Ft. A
tkinson) 

KERKM
A

N
, Sam

antha (R-Burlington) 
KESTELL, Steve (R-Elkhart Lake) 
KLEEFISC

H
, Joel (R-O

conom
ow

oc) 
KN

O
D

L, D
an (R-G

erm
antow

n) 
LO

TH
IA

N
, Thom

as (R-W
illiam

s Bay) 
M

O
LEPSKE, JR., Louis (D

-Stevens Point) 
M

O
N

TG
O

M
ERY, Phil (R-G

reen Bay) 
M

U
RSA

U
, Jeffrey (R-C

rivitz) 
M

U
RTH

A
, John (R-Baldw

in) 
N

ELSO
N

, Tom
 (D

-Kaukauna)
N

ERISO
N

, Lee (R-W
estby) 

N
YG

REN
, John (R-M

arinette) 
O

TT, A
lvin (R-Forest Junction) 

O
TT, Jim

 (R-M
equon) 

PETRO
W

SKI, Jerry (R-M
arathon) 

PRID
EM

O
RE, D

on (R-H
artford) 

RA
D

C
LIFFE, M

ark (D
-Black River Falls) 

RH
O

A
D

ES, Kitty (R-H
udson) 

RIPP, Keith (R-Lodi)
SEID

EL, D
onna (D

-W
ausau) 

SM
ITH

, Jeff (D
-Eau C

laire) 
SPA

N
BA

U
ER, Richard (R-O

shkosh) 
STA

SKU
N

A
S, Tony (D

-W
est A

llis) 
STEIN

BRIN
K

, John (D
-Pleasant Prairie) 

STO
N

E, Jeff (R-G
reendale) 

STRA
C

H
O

TA
, Pat (R-W

est Bend) 
SU

D
ER, Scott (R-A

bbotsford) 
TA

U
C

H
EN

, G
ary (R-Bonduel) 

TO
W

N
SEN

D
, John (R-Fond du Lac) 

VA
N

 A
KKEREN

, Terry (D
-Sheboygan) 

VA
N

 RO
Y, Karl (R-G

reen Bay) 
VO

S, Robin (R-C
aledonia) 

VRU
W

IN
K

, A
m

y Sue (D
-M

illadore) 
VU

KM
IR, Leah (R-W

auw
atosa) 

W
ILLIA

M
S, M

ary (R-M
edford) 

ZIG
M

U
N

T, Ted (D
-Francis C

reek) 
ZIPPERER, Rich (R-Pew

aukee) 

ELLIS, M
ichael G

. (R-N
eenah)

KA
N

A
VA

S, Ted (R-Brookfield)
KREITLO

W
, Pat (D

-C
hippew

a Falls)
LA

SEE, A
lan J. (R-D

e Pere)
LA

ZIC
H

, M
ary (R-N

ew
 Berlin)

O
LSEN

, Luther (R-Ripon)
PLA

LE, Jeff (D
-South M

ilw
aukee)

SU
LLIVA

N
, Jim

 (D
-W

auw
atosa)

TAYLO
R, Lena C

. (D
-M

ilw
aukee)

T
he follow

ing legislators received a “C
”

for expressing a w
illingness to support

our industry. T
he W

G
A

 w
ill encourage

them
 to be m

ore supportive in the next
legislative session.

BERN
A

RD
 SC

H
A

BER, Penny (D
-A

ppleton) 
C

O
LO

N
, Pedro (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
C

U
LLEN

, D
avid (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
D

EXTER, Kristen (D
-Eau C

laire) 
G

RIG
SBY, Tam

ara (D
-M

ilw
aukee) 

H
IXSO

N
, Kim

 (D
-W

hitew
ater) 

H
RAYC

H
U

C
K

, A
nn (D

-Balsam
 Lake) 

H
U

BLER, M
ary (D

-Rice Lake) 
KRA

M
ER, Bill (R-W

aukesha) 
KRU

SIC
K

, Peggy (D
-M

ilw
aukee) 

M
ILRO

Y, N
ick (D

-Superior) 
N

A
SS, Stephen (R-W

hitew
ater)  

N
EW

C
O

M
ER, Scott (R-Pew

aukee) 
PA

RISI, Joe (D
-M

adison) 
PA

SC
H

, Sandy (D
-W

hitefish Bay) 
PETERSEN

, Kevin (R-W
aupaca) 

PO
C

A
N

, M
ark (D

-M
adison) 

RIC
H

A
RD

S, Jon (D
-M

ilw
aukee) 

RO
TH

, JR., Roger (R-A
ppleton) 

SH
ILLIN

G
, Jennifer (D

-La C
rosse) 

SO
LETSKI, Jam

es (D
-G

reen Bay) 
W

ILLIA
M

S, A
nnette (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
W

O
O

D
, Jeffrey (I-C

hippew
a Falls) 

C
O

W
LES, Robert (R-G

reen Bay)
ERPEN

BA
C

H
, Jon B. (D

-W
aunakee)

JA
U

C
H

, Bob (D
-Poplar)

KED
ZIE, N

eal (R-Elkhorn)
LA

SSA
, Julie (D

-Stevens Point)
LEH

M
A

N
, John W

. (D
-Racine)

M
ILLER, M

ark (D
-M

onona)
RO

BSO
N

, Judith B. (D
-Beloit)

W
IRC

H
, Robert (D

-Pleasant Prairie)

T
he follow

ing legislators have been
given a “D

” because they have voted
against the W

G
A

 on key issues and
have not supported m

ajor policy
efforts. T

he W
G

A
 w

ill encourage 
these officials to support our issues.

BEN
ED

IC
T, C

huck (D
-Beloit) 

BLA
C

K
, Spencer (D

-M
adison) 

G
A

RTH
W

A
ITE, Phil (D

-Fennim
ore) 

H
ILG

EN
BERG

, Steve (D
-D

odgeville) 
KESSLER, Frederick (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
M

A
SO

N
, C

ory (D
-Racine) 

PO
PE-RO

BERTS, Sondy (D
-Verona)

RO
YS, Kelda (D

-M
adison)

SC
H

N
EID

ER, M
arlin (D

-W
isconsin Rapids) 

SH
ERM

A
N

, G
ary (D

-Port W
ing) 

TO
LES, Barbara (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 
TU

RN
ER, Robert (D

-Racine) 
YO

U
N

G
, Leon (D

-M
ilw

aukee) 

RISSER, Fred A
. (D

-M
adison) 

T
he follow

ing legislators have 
w

orked against the W
G

A
 and its

m
em

bers and have voted against 
W

G
A

 positions. T
hey have earned 

an “F” grade.

BERC
EA

U
, Terese (D

-M
adison) 

C
A

RPEN
TER, Tim

 (D
-M

ilw
aukee)

C
O

G
G

S, Spencer (D
-M

ilw
aukee)

ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY

ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLY

ASSEMASSEMBLY

SENATE

SENATEAS

SENATE

SEN

W
isconsin G

rocers A
ssociation, Inc. 

O
ne South Pinckney Street, Suite 504 

M
adison W

I 53703 • 888.342-5942

w
iscon

sin
g
rocers.com
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