MINIMUM WAGE

SUMMARY: Companion bills were introduced in both
the Assembly and Senate by Senator Russ Decker (D-
Schofield) and Representative Cory Mason (D-Racine)
to increase the general minimum wage of Wisconsin to
$7.60 per hour. The bills also sought to require the
Department of Workforce Development (DWD) to
annually promulgate rules revising the minimum wages
by determining the percentage difference between the
consumer price index (CPI) for the preceding year and
the CPI for the current year, adjusting the minimum
wages and allowances in effect on May 31 of the
current year by that percentage difference. Finally,
these bills would have allowed for individual city,
village, town, or counties to enact their own ordinance
establishing a living wage.

WGA POSITION: Opposed

outcome: The bills failed to pass the Assembly due in
large part to economic timing concerns from
Representative Christine Sinicki (D-Milwaukee).

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: This would have been the fourth
consecutive increase in the minimum wage since 2007.
Indexing of the minimum wage would make annual
increases a certainty and removing the preemption
language would have given large cities the ability to
raise the minimum wage even higher.

PLASTIC BAG BAN

SUMMARY: Legislation was introduced early in the
session by Representative Marlin Schneider (D-
Wisconsin Rapids) to prohibit a retailer from providing
a bag for a customer’s purchases unless the bag is one of
the following: 1) a compostable plastic bag; 2) a cloth
or plastic bag intended for multiple reuses; or 3) a
recyclable paper bag.

WGA POSITION: Opposed

ouTCOME: Early education on this issue put the bill on
the back burner for most of the session. The bill failed
to receive a hearing in either house, therefore the bill
died at the end of session.

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: Compliance with this ban would
be astronomical considering that paper is 7 times more
expensive, takes more energy and fuel to transport, and
takes more room to store. Retailers have also found
that customers prefer plastic bags and 80% of
customers reuse the bags they obtain.

UNFAIR SALES ACT

SUMMARY: The Unfair Sales Act has been law in
Wisconsin for more than 80 years and contains a
mandated mark-up on gas, alcohol, and tobacco as well
as prohibits the sale of other products below cost.
Legislation was introduced this session by
Representative Jon Richards (D-Milwaukee) and
Senator Tim Carpenter (D-Milwaukee) to repeal
prescription drugs from the unfair sales act.

WGA POSITION: Opposed

ouTcoME: The bill was sold as a way to lower health
care costs and the cost of prescription drugs and
numerous large retail chains and senior groups pushed
that message. The State Assembly passed the bill on a
voice vote, but the State Senate failed to act before the
end of session causing the bill to die.

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: Removing only prescription drugs
from the Unfair Sales Act would make these items a
legal “loss leader” in the state. Furthermore,
individually removing items from the Law would set a
precedent for additional items to be repealed from the
law and/or further changes to the Unfair Sales Act
overall.

FOOD SAFETY EFFICIENCY STUDY

SUMMARY: At the request of the WGA, Representative
Al Ott (R-Forest Junction) and Senator Kathleen
Vinehout (D-Alma) introduced legislation that would
have required the Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection (DATCP) and the Department of
Health Services (DHS) to study the feasibility of
consolidating their food safety programs into one food
safety program.

WGA POSITION: Support

ouTcoME: Hearings were held in both the Senate and
Assembly Agriculture Committees, however numerous
concerns were raised by the Wisconsin Restaurant
Association, the Agencies and Legislators and no further
action was taken on the issue.

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: The WGA believes that combining
the two food safety programs will be more efficient and
save tax payer money, ultimately saving retailers money

on food safety licensing and inspection fees.

EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION

SUMMARY: Legislation relating to compensatory or
punitive damages to employees who have been discrim-
inated against in the workplace in violation of the
Wisconsin Fair Employment law (WFEA).

WGA POSITION: Opposed
OUTCOME: Signed into law by Gov. Doyle on June 9, 2009.

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: Any store employing more than 15
workers is subject to this law. An employer found to
have violated the WFEA may now be ordered to pay
punitive damages of up to $200,000. This is in
addition to the remedies of reinstating the employee,
paying back pay for up to two years, and paying costs
and attorney fees already in place.

BEER TAX

SUMMARY: Representative Terese Berceau (D-Madison)
and Senator Fred Risser (D-Madison) introduced
legislation that would have increased the tax rate on
beer from $2 per barrel to $10 per barrel.

WGA POSITION: Opposed

OUTCOME: A hearing was held in October, 2009 and
many retailers, distributors and others supportive of the
beer industry turned out to oppose the bill. No further
action was taken during the session.

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: The tax was the equivalent of 3 cents
per 12 ounces. This would have increased the tax on a
case of beer by at least 75 cents.

ORGANIZED RETAIL CRIME

SUMMARY: The WGA once again attempted to address
the problem of organized retail crime by working with
Representative Chris Danou (D-Trempeleau) and
Senator Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee) to draft legislation.
The main purpose of the legislation was to allow for
more prosecution and higher penalties for stolen items,
and specifically addressed items stolen and sold over the
internet, and at flea markets.

WGA POSITION: Supported

outcoMeE: The bills passed the Assembly early in the
session and had one hurdle to overcome before
becoming law: the State Senate. Because the Senate did
not take a vote on the bill, it died with the end of session.

IMPACT ON INDUSTRY: Organized Retail Crime affects
many retailers without them even knowing they have
been a victim of an organized crime ring. In
Wisconsin, it has been estimated that over $631 million
worth of merchandise has been stolen, making our state
the 15th highest targeted state for organized retail crime.

LEGISLATIVE

REPORT CARD

2009-2010

Legislative Session

The purpose of this legislative report
card is to grade our elected officials
for their votes on WGA-related bills.
These grades can then be used by
members of the Wisconsin Grocers
Association to make educated
decisions during the 2010 elections.

As an opinion leader in your
community, it is necessary that you
are involved in the election of the
people who represent you and your
business in the State’s Capitol.

Legislators were graded based on the included list of legislation
significant to the WGA. Points were given to an individual for
introducing or voting in favor of legislation that the WGA
supported. Extra points were given for infroducing pro-WGA
amendments, speaking for or against proposals, certain committee
action, and general support of the WGA's issues.



The following legislators earned
the highest grade given by the
WGA. These individuals have
- consistently supported and
introduced legislation that

benefits the grocery industry, and therefore

are considered a “Friend of Grocers.” Their
efforts will be recognized by receiving a
WGA endorsement and a minature grocery
cart, which applauds their hard work on

our behalf.

BALLWEG, Joan (R-Markesan)
BARCA, Peter (D-Kenosha)
DANOU, Chris (D-Trempealeau)
DAVIS, Brett (R-Oregon)
FITZGERALD, Jeff (R-Horicon)
GUNDERSON, Scott (R-Waterford)
HUEBSCH, Michael (R-West Salem)
KAUFERT, Dean (R-Neenah)
LeMAHIEU, Daniel (R-Cascade)
MEYER, Dan (R-Eagle River)
SHERIDAN, Mike (D-Janesville)
SINICKI, Christine (D-Milwaukee)
ZEPNICK, Josh (D-Milwaukee)
ZIEGELBAUER, Bob (D-Manitowoc)
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DARLING, Alberta (R-River Hills)
DECKER, Russ (D-Schofield)
FITZGERALD, Scott L. (R-Juneau)
GROTHMAN, Glenn (R-West Bend)
HANSEN, Dave (D-Green Bay)
HARSDOREF, Sheila (R-River Falls)
HOLPERIN, Jim (D-Conover)
HOPPER, Randy (R-Fond du Lac)
KAPANKE, Dan (R-La Crosse)
LEIBHAM, Joseph (R-Sheboygan)
SCHULTZ, Dale W. (R-Richland Center)
VINEHOUT, Kathleen (D-Alma)
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The following legislators have been
given a “B” grade by the WGA. This
admirable mark is given to legislators
who are generally supportive of our
industry and, therefore, deserving of
the WGA endorsement.

BIES, Garey (R-Sister Bay)

BROOKS, Ed (R-Reedsburg)

CLARK, Fred (D-Baraboo)

FIELDS, Jason (D-Milwaukee)

FRISKE, Donald (R-Merrill)

GOTTLIEB, Mark (R-Port Washington)
GUNDRUM, Mark (R-New Berlin)
HEBL, Gary (D-Sun Prairie)

HINTZ, Gordon (D-Oshkosh)
HONADEL, Mark (R-South Milwaukee)
JORGENSEN, Andy (D-Ft. Atkinson)
KERKMAN, Samantha (R-Burlington)
KESTELL, Steve (R-Elkhart Lake)
KLEEFISCH, Joel (R-Oconomowoc)
KNODL, Dan (R-Germantown)
LOTHIAN, Thomas (R-Williams Bay)
MOLEPSKE, JR., Louis (D-Stevens Point)
MONTGOMERY, Phil (R-Green Bay)
MURSAU, Jeffrey (R-Crivitz)

MURTHA, John (R-Baldwin)

NELSON, Tom (D-Kaukauna)
NERISON, Lee (R-Westby)

NYGREN, John (R-Marinette)

OTT, Alvin (R-Forest Junction)

OTT, Jim (R-Mequon)

PETROWSKI, Jerry (R-Marathon)
PRIDEMORE, Don (R-Hartford)
RADCLIFFE, Mark (D-Black River Falls)
RHOADES, Kitty (R-Hudson)

RIPP, Keith (R-Lodi)

SEIDEL, Donna (D-Wausau)

SMITH, Jeff (D-Eau Claire)
SPANBAUER, Richard (R-Oshkosh)
STASKUNAS, Tony (D-West Allis)
STEINBRINK, John (D-Pleasant Prairie)
STONE, Jeff (R-Greendale)
STRACHOTA, Pat (R-West Bend)
SUDER, Scoftt (R-Abbotsford)
TAUCHEN, Gary (R-Bonduel)
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TOWNSEND, John (R-Fond du Lac)
VAN AKKEREN, Terry (D-Sheboygan)
VAN ROY, Karl (R-Green Bay)

VOS, Robin (R-Caledonia)
VRUWINK, Amy Sue (D-Milladore)
VUKMIR, Leah (R-Wauwatosa)
WILLIAMS, Mary (R-Medford)
ZIGMUNT, Ted (D-Francis Creek)
ZIPPERER, Rich (R-Pewaukee)

ELLIS, Michael G. (R-Neenah)
KANAVAS, Ted (R-Brookfield)
KREITLOW, Pat (D-Chippewa Falls)
LASEE, Alan J. (R-De Pere)
LAZICH, Mary (R-New Berlin)
OLSEN, Luther (R-Ripon)

PLALE, Jeff (D-South Milwaukee)
SULLIVAN, Jim (D-Wauwatosa)
TAYLOR, Lena C. (D-Milwaukee)

| The following legislators received a “C”
for expressing a willingness to support
our industry. The WGA will encourage
them to be more supportive in the next
legislative session.

BERNARD SCHABER, Penny (D-Appleton)
COLON, Pedro (D-Milwaukee)
CULLEN, David (D-Milwaukee)
DEXTER, Kristen (D-Eau Claire)
GRIGSBY, Tamara (D-Milwaukee)
HIXSON, Kim (D-Whitewater)
HRAYCHUCK, Ann (D-Balsam Lake)
HUBLER, Mary (D-Rice Lake)
KRAMER, Bill (R-Waukesha)
KRUSICK, Peggy (D-Milwaukee)
MILROY, Nick (D-Superior)

NASS, Stephen (R-Whitewater)
NEWCOMER, Scott (R-Pewaukee)
PARISI, Joe (D-Madison)

PASCH, Sandy (D-Whitefish Bay)
PETERSEN, Kevin (R-Waupaca)
POCAN, Mark (D-Madison)
RICHARDS, Jon (D-Milwaukee)
ROTH, JR., Roger (R-Appleton)

SHILLING, Jennifer (D-La Crosse)
SOLETSKI, James (D-Green Bay)

WILLIAMS, Annette (D-Milwaukee)
WOOD, Jeffrey (I-Chippewa Falls)

COWLES, Robert (R-Green Bay)
ERPENBACH, Jon B. (D-Waunakee)
JAUCH, Bob (D-Poplar)

KEDZIE, Neal (R-Elkhorn)

LASSA, Julie (D-Stevens Point)
LEHMAN, John W. (D-Racine)
MILLER, Mark (D-Monona)
ROBSON, Judith B. (D-Beloit)
WIRCH, Robert (D-Pleasant Prairie)
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The following legislators have been
given a “D” because they have voted
against the WGA on key issues and
have not supported major policy
efforts. The WGA will encourage

these officials to support our issues.

BENEDICT, Chuck (D-Beloit)
BLACK, Spencer (D-Madison)
GARTHWAITE, Phil (D-Fennimore)
HILGENBERG, Steve (D-Dodgeville)
KESSLER, Frederick (D-Milwaukee)
MASON, Cory (D-Racine)
POPE-ROBERTS, Sondy (D-Verona)
ROYS, Kelda (D-Madison)
SCHNEIDER, Marlin (D-Wisconsin Rapids)
SHERMAN, Gary (D-Port Wing)
TOLES, Barbara (D-Milwaukee)
TURNER, Robert (D-Racine)
YOUNG, Leon (D-Milwaukee)
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RISSER, Fred A. (D-Madison)
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The following legislators have
worked against the WGA and its
members and have voted against
WGA positions. They have earned

an “F” grade.

BERCEAU, Terese (D-Madison)
CARPENTER, Tim (D-Milwaukee)

d

S_ COGGS, Spencer (D-Milwaukee)
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