LEGISLATIVE ALERT!!

TO: WGA Members
FROM: Brandon Scholz, WGA President
DATE: March 20, 1998

SUBJECT: Food Licensing Fee Increases

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO PREVENT YOUR FOOD

LICENSE FEES FROM DOUBLING

The Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection (DATCP) provides food safety
licensing and inspection. DATCP has increased the licensing fees for food processing plants due
March 31, 1998, and will issue renewals reflecting an increase for food warehouses and retail
food establishments by June 30, 1998. The retail fee increases are about to be formally approved
and we need your help today to prevent the increases from taking effect.

BACKGROUND

Despite numerous objections over the past year by the WGA, DATCP has received the authority
to implement rule CR 97-038 that will increase fees from between 34% to 85%. At this point,
the only way to prevent the June 30, 1998, increases from taking effect is to have the Joint
Committee for Review of Administrative Rules (JCRAR) take executive action on CR 97-038
and suspend the rule.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The JCRAR committee has agreed to hold a hearing on this rule on March 31, 1998 at
10:00 a.m. in room 225 Northwest of the State Capitol. Whether you have already received
your renewal notice or will be up for renewal in June, we need you to at least show up and
register your opposition. If you feel comfortable testifying, we need you to make the JCRAR

committee aware of the enormous effect this increase will have on your bottom line. Please call
Mirhalla Kiiconwr tnll_fraa at (R 2478040 tna lat har bnawr van are intaractaed in attandina




