Legislative Alert!!

TO: WGA Members
FROM: Brandon Scholz, WGA President
DATE: August 17, 1999

SUBJECT:  Pesticide Database System

SIGN AND RETURN THE ATTACHED LETTER NOW(!) TO
PREVENT THE GOVERNMENT FROM FORCING YOU TO

KEEP A RECORD OF PESTICIDE PURCHASES

That’s right! The Wisconsin Legislature has been debating the issue of a pesticide database
compiled with information maintained by retailers. Imagine the time, money and training it will
take if each time a customer purchases a pesticide product (i.e. Roundup) your clerk needs to
stop the transaction to write down the date, brand name and amount of pesticide, name, address and
zip of purchaser and intended use of pesticide.

Let’s put a stop to this before we are forced to treat our customers the way the government treats us—sign
and return the attached letter.

ISSUE

This issue has been pushed by a coalition of agriculture, environmental and health groups who
believe that the creation of a pesticide database will help pass the blame of pesticide
contamination from the agricultural users to the urban dwellers.

Two years ago when the issue was brought before the 1997-99 Joint Committee on Finance
(JCF), they immediately rejected the idea. Since then the Pesticide Database supporters have
been lobbying the Legislature and convinced the Governor to include an appropriation in his
1999-2001 Biennial Budget to fund a feasibility study on the project.



LAINT VY L\JU /2N 11LJ0/1

Copy and share the attached letter with your staff and return the signed letters to:

Amy Winters, Vice President of Government Relations
Wisconsin Agribusiness Council

2820 Walton Commons West, Suite 100

Madison, WI 53718

Ms. Winters will be collecting letters from all businesses affected by this database and making
copies to deliver to each member of the conference committee.

If you have any questions, please call me or Michelle Kussow toll-free at 888-342-5942.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!



