LEGISLATIVE ALERT!!

TO: WGA Members
FROM: Brandon Scholz, WGA President
DATE: May 18, 1998

SUBJECT: National Tobacco Settlement

PLEASE SIGN YOUR NAME TODAY ON THE ATTACHED
LETTER AND LET YOUR CONGRESSMAN KNOW YOUR

CONCERNS OVER THE PROPOSED TOBACCO SETTLEMENT.

BACKGROUND

The $368.5 billion tobacco settlement that was agreed to in July, 1997, is contingent upon
endorsement by both Congress and the President. However, there have been nearly 50 different
versions introduced in Congress.

Currently, there is one proposal in the U.S. Senate that has received a lot of attention and is being
debated this week in Washington. This legislation, S.1415-The Universal Tobacco Settlement
Act, imposes costly and burdensome regulations on retailers. We are completely opposed to this
bill and urge you to sign your name onto the attached letter which illustrates your concerns as a
retailer or wholesaler of tobacco products.

In addition to the Senate Bill, another tobacco proposal will be introduced in the U.S. House very
soon. This legislation is gaining momentum, but has yet to be endorsed by House Speaker New
Gingrich (R-GA). This bill, referred to as the Bipartisan No Tobacco for Kids Act of 1998,
raises the price of cigarettes $1.50 per pack and uses the revenue raised to reduce the federal
deficit.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

We need to send a message to Congress that the minors who are using and purchasing tobacco
products need to be held responsible and not just the retailers. You can do this by signing your
name on the attached letter and returning it to the WGA at the address listed above. We will
forward the letter to your respective Representative.




Sincerely,

Signature

Store Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Print Name

WISCONSIN
GROCERS
ASSOCIATION



